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APA Format–6th Edition 

OVERVIEW–The American Psychological Association (APA) style is widely accepted in the social 
sciences and other fields, such as education, business, and nursing. The APA citation format 
requires parenthetical citations within the text rather than endnotes or footnotes. Citations in the 
text provide brief information, usually the name of the author and the date of publication, to lead the 
reader to the source of information in the reference list at the end of the paper.    

NOTE:  Although the examples in this guide are shown in single space, APA 
style requires double spacing throughout (e.g. text, references, etc.) 

APA RULES FOR THE REFERENCES PAGE – The following sections show some of the more 
commonly used APA citation rules.  

NOTE: All citations must be in the Hanging Indent Format with the first line flush to 
the left margin and all other lines indented.  

 

JOURNALS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS IN PRINT FORMAT   

General Form  

Aut hor ,  A.  A. ,  Aut hor ,  B.  B. ,  & Aut hor ,  C.  C.  ( Year ) .  Ti t l e of  ar t i c l e.  
Title of Journal, xx, xxx- xxx.  

NOTE:  The journal title and the volume number are in italics. Issue numbers are not 
required if the journal is continuously paged. If paged individually, the issue number 
is required and is in regular type in parentheses adjacent to the volume number. 

One Author  

Wi l l i ams,  J.  H.  ( 2008) .  Empl oyee engagement :  I mpr ovi ng par t i c i pat i on i n 
saf et y.  Pr of essi onal  Saf et y,  53( 12) ,  40- 45.  

Two to Seven Authors [List all authors]  

Kel l er ,  T.  E. ,  Cusi ck,  G.  R. ,  & Cour t ney,  M.  E.  ( 2007) .  Appr oachi ng t he 
t r ansi t i on t o adul t hood:  Di st i nct i ve pr of i l es of  adol escent s agi ng 
out  of  t he chi l d wel f ar e syst em.  Soci al  Ser vi ces Revi ew,  81,  453-
484.  

Eight or More Authors [List the first six authors, … and the last author] 

Wol chi k,  S.  A. ,  West ,  S.  G. ,  Sandl er ,  I .  N. ,  Tei n,  J. - Y. ,  Coat swor t h,  D. ,  
Lengua,  L. , . . . Gr i f f i n,  W.  A.  ( 2000) .  An exper i ment al  eval uat i on of  
t heor y- based mot her  and mot her - chi l d pr ogr ams f or  chi l dr en of  
di vor ce.  Jour nal  of  Consul t i ng and Cl i ni cal  Psychol ogy,  68,  843-
856.  
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Magazine Article  

Mat hews,  J. ,  Ber r et t ,  D. ,  & Br i l l man,  D.  ( 2005,  May 16) .  Ot her  wi nni ng 
equat i ons.  Newsweek,  145( 20) ,  58- 59.  

Newspaper Article with No Author and Discontinuous Pages  

Gener i c Pr ozac debut s.  ( 2001,  August  3) .  The Washi ngt on Post ,  pp.  E1,  E4.  

 

BOOKS, CHAPTERS IN BOOKS, REPORTS, ETC.  

General Form  

Aut hor ,  A.  A.  ( Year ) .  Title of work.  Locat i on:  Publ i sher .  

One Author  

Al exi e,  S.  ( 1992) .  The busi ness of  f ancydanci ng:  St or i es and poems.  
Br ookl yn,  NY:  Hang Loose Pr ess.  

Corporate Author with an Edition and Published by the Corporate Author  

Amer i can Psychi at r i c Associ at i on.  ( 1994) .  Di agnost i c and st at i st i cal  
manual  of  ment al  di sor der s ( 4t h ed. ) .  Washi ngt on,  DC:  Aut hor .  

Anonymous Author  

Dor l and’ s i l l ust r at ed medi cal  di ct i onar y ( 31st  ed. ) .  ( 2007) .  Phi l adel phi a,  
PA:  Saunder s.  

Chapter in a Book  

Boot h- LaFor ce,  C. ,  & Ker ns,  K.  A.  ( 2009) .  Chi l d- par ent  at t achment  
r el at i onshi ps,  peer  r el at i onshi ps,  and peer - gr oup f unct i oni ng.  I n 
K.  H.  Rubi n,  W.  M.  Bukowski ,  & B.  Laur sen ( Eds. ) ,  Handbook of  peer  
i nt er act i ons,  r el at i onshi ps,  and gr oups ( pp.  490- 507) .  New Yor k,  
NY:  Gui l f or d Pr ess.  

ERIC Document  

Shyyan,  V. ,  Thur l ow,  M. ,  & Li u,  K.  ( 2005) .  St udent  per cept i ons of  
i nst r uct i onal  st r at egi es:  Voi ces of  Engl i sh l anguage l ear ner s wi t h 
di sabi l i t i es.  Mi nneapol i s,  MN:  Nat i onal  Cent er  on Educat i onal  
Out comes,  Uni ver si t y of  Mi nnesot a.  Ret r i eved f r om t he ERI C 
dat abase. ( ED495903)   
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ONLINE JOURNALS, MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS  

General Format - Databases 

Aut hor ,  A.  A. ,  Aut hor ,  B.  B. ,  & Aut hor ,  C.  C.  ( Year ) .  Ti t l e of  ar t i c l e.  
Name of Journal, xx, xxx- xxx.  doi : xxxxxxxxxx 

Article Retrieved from an Online Database  

NOTE: Use the article’s DOI (Digital Object Identifier), the unique code given 
by the publisher to a specific article. 

Seni or ,  B. ,  & Swai l es,  S.  ( 2007) .  I nsi de management  t eams:  Devel opi ng a 
t eamwor k sur vey i nst r ument .  Br i t i sh Jour nal  of  Management ,  18,  138-
153.  doi : 10. 1111/ j . 1467- 8551. 2006. 00507. x 

NOTE: Use the journal’s home page URL (or web address) if there is no DOI.  
This may require a web search to locate the journal’s home page. There is no 
period at the end of web address.  Break a long URL before the punctuation.  

Koo,  D.  J. ,  Chi t woode,  D.  D. ,  & Sanchez,  J.  ( 2008) .  Vi ol ent  v i ct i mi zat i on 
and t he r out i ne act i v i t i es/ l i f est y l e of  act i ve dr ug user s.  Jour nal  
of  Dr ug I ssues,  38,  1105- 1137.  Ret r i eved f r om ht t p: / / www2 
. cr i mi nol ogy. f su. edu/ ~j di /   

Article from an Online Magazine 

Lodewi j kx,  H.  F.  M.  ( 2001,  May 23) .  I ndi v i dual - gr oup cont i nui t y i n 
cooper at i on and compet i t i on under  var yi ng communi cat i on condi t i ons.  
Cur r ent  I ssues i n Soci al  Psychol ogy,  6( 12) ,  166- 182.  Ret r i eved f r om 
ht t p: / / www. ui owa. edu/ ~gr ppr oc/ cr i sp/ cr i sp. 6. 12. ht m 

 

OTHER ONLINE RESOURCES 

General Form  

Aut hor ,  A.  A.  ( Year ) .  Title of work. Ret r i eved f r om web addr ess 

Online Report from a Nongovernmental Organization 

Kenney,  G.  M. ,  Cook,  A. ,  & Pel l et i er ,  J.  ( 2009) .  Pr ospect s f or  r educi ng 
uni nsur ed r at es among chi l dr en:  How much can pr emi um assi st ance 
pr ogr ams hel p? Ret r i eved f r om Ur ban I nst i t ut e websi t e:  ht t p: / /  
www. ur ban. or g/ ur l . cf m?I D=411823 

Online Report  with No Author Identified and No Date  

GVU©s 10t h WWW user  sur vey.  ( n. d. ) .  Ret r i eved f r om ht t p: / / www 
. cc. gat ech. edu/ user _sur veys/ sur vey- 1998- 10/  
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Web Sites in Parenthetical Citations: To cite an entire Web site (but not a specific document 
within the site), it is sufficient to give the URL of the site in the text. No entry in the reference list 
is needed.  Example: 

Ki dpsych i s an excel l ent  websi t e f or  young chi l dr en ( ht t p: / /    
www. ki dpsych. or g) .  

 

REFERENCE CITATIONS IN TEXT– APA utilizes a system of brief referencing in the text of a 
paper, whether one is paraphrasing or providing a direct quotation from another author’s work.  
Citations in the text usually consist of the name of the author(s) and the year of publication.  The 
page number is added when utilizing a direct quotation. 

Indirect  Quotation with Parenthetical Citation 
Li br ar i es hi st or i cal l y hi ghl y val ue i nt el l ect ual  f r eedom and pat r on 
conf i dent i al i t y ( LaRue,  2007) .  
 

Indirect Quotation with Author as Part of the Narrative  
LaRue ( 2007)  i dent i f i ed i nt el l ect ual  f r eedom and pat r on 
conf i dent i al i t y as t wo key val ues hel d hi st or i cal l y by l i br ar i es.  
 

Direct Quotation with Parenthetical Citation   
Dar wi n used t he met aphor  of  t he t r ee of  l i f e " t o expr ess t he ot her  
f or m of  i nt er connect edness–geneal ogi cal  r at her  t han ecol ogi cal "  
( Goul d & Br own,  1991,  p.  14) .  

 
Direct Quotation with Author as Part of the Narrative  

Goul d and Br own ( 1991)  expl ai ned t hat  Dar wi n used t he met aphor  of  
t he t r ee of  l i f e " t o expr ess t he ot her  f or m of  i nt er connect edness–
geneal ogi cal  r at her  t han ecol ogi cal ” ( p.  14) .  

CITING SECONDARY SOURCES -- When citing in the text a work discussed in a secondary 
source, give both the primary and the secondary sources. In the example below, the study by 
Seidenberg and McClelland was mentioned in an article by Coltheart, Curtis, Atkins, & Haller. 

Sei denber g and McCl el l and’ s st udy ( as ci t ed i n Col t hear t ,  Cur t i s,  
At ki ns,  & Hal l er ,  1993)  pr ovi ded a gl i mpse i nt o t he wor l d 

In the references page, you would cite the secondary source you read not the original study. 

Col t hear t ,  M. ,  Cur t i s,  B. ,  At ki ns,  P. ,  & Hal l er ,  M.  ( 1993) .  Model s 
of  r eadi ng al oud:   Dual - r out e and par al l el - di st r i but ed-
pr ocessi ng appr oaches.  Psychol ogi cal  Revi ew,  100,  589- 608.  
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